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NWBA Winter Theology  
Lecture 

 

 

 

 
Hosted by: FBC Woodward 

January 13th, 2008 

4:00-6:00 pm 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Jonathan Pennington Presenting: 

What are the Gospels and 

Why do we need them 
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CONCLUSION 

“So anyone who thinks that he has understood the divine scriptures 

or any part of them, but cannot by his understanding build up this 

double love of God and neighbor, has not yet succeeded in under-

standing them.” 

~ Augustine, On Christian Teaching 
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What Are the Gospels and 

Why Do We Need Them? 
 

I. Defining “Gospel” 
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II. The Gospel Genre 
 

+ Greek “acts” 
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+ Greek “memoirs” 
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+ Greek “lives” (bioi) 
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+ sui generis 
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III. Various Descriptions of the Gospel Narratives 
 

◘ Encyclical Narratives 
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◘ Portraiture 
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◘ Stained Glass Windows 
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◘ Eyewitness Testimony 
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IV. Why Should We Study the Gospels? Or, Why Paul Isn’t 

Enough 
 

(1) The ____________________ of the Gospels 

 

 

(2) There are different ____________________________________. 

 

 

(3) The NT writers _________________________________________              

the stories of Jesus. 

 

 

(4) The traditions behind the Gospels are older. 

 

 

(5) Reality does not always fit into 

_______________________________________. 

 

 

(6) We are __________________ people. 

 

 

(7) In the Gospels we get a more direct sense of the Bible’s story line. 

 

 

(8) In the Gospels we get concentrated exposure to the 

_________________________________. 

 

 

(9) In the Gospels alone we get a personal, upfront encounter with Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


